


HELP THE MONKEY 
REACH THE FRUITS 






GHOST RIDDLES 

1. How do witches on 
brooms drink their 

2. Why does a dracula lve ie 
acottin? 

3. What kindot boats do 
vampires like? 

4, What is a vampire's 
slogan? 

5, Why are skeleton 
frightened easily? 

6 Why wasa ghostarrested? 
8. Poomi, age 15, Salem 
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fol. Xl, No.3 SEPTEMBER 2000 


Dear children, 

Even those in our country who had not heard of the forest brigand Veerappan, 
lave come to know of him after he abducted the Kannada matinee idol Rajkumar. 
The entire mass media is agog with stories about Veerappan and his exploits, 
Sven American news magazines carry his picture and that of Rajkumar who is 
deing held hostage by him. 

Besides ransom for the release of Rajkumar, Veerappan wants judicial pardon 
‘or all his past crimes. In addition he has put forth all sorts of demands which 
10 self-respecting government can accept. Veerappan is trying to act like a super 
nower who has to be obeyed by both the Tamil Nadu and Karnataka governments, 

‘When the special task force set up by both the governments could not capture 
Veerappan, the army should have been called in. This was not done. Perhaps 
both governments thought that it would be accepting the inefficiency of the state 
police departments. The result is that Veerappan is at it again. 

Let us hope that the emissaries being sent to talk to Veerappan and to obtain 
the release of Rajkumar will be successful. Our prayers are that the film star as 
well as the three other persons held hostage along with him should be released 
at the earliest. 

But this should be achieved without compromising on principles. Veerappan 

just learn that crime never pays. If Veerappan is given amnesty it would be 

latantly unfair to thousands of criminals who are behind bars all over the 
country. Let us not make a hero of Veerappan. 

lt doesn't require courage to be an outlaw. A real braveheart is one who 
Irespects dharma and truth and sticks to moral principles even if he has to suffer 

rit 
\( This is what the father of the nation taught us as the essence of Ahimsa and 
tyagraha. Let us not forget it. 












Love 

Of all created things the loveliest, NOS eed 
Aad sos ae a hagas 
= William Canton eine: 
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Ihave been reading Gokulam for over 
seven years now. | like comics very 
much Please include more puzzies. 

Karthik Kashyap, Std X, Oxtord 
EMS, Bangalore 


| have been reading Gokulam for 

three years now. | love petpals and 

puzzle pages. | suggest that you 

publish the answers to the puzzle pages 
in the next issue. 

H. Anith, age 12, PTES, 

Bhadravati 


ike “Use Your Noodle’ very much. 
Itimproves my general knowledge and 

vocabulary. 
M. Monisha, Adarsh Vidhyalaya, 
Nagercoil 


| like ‘Use Your Noodle’and Balu the 
bully very much. Please publish scary 

stories. 
P. Ashwin, age 12, Chinmaya 
Vidhyalaya, Chennai. 


| like Gokulam very much. My 
sbrother and | await the magazine every 
month. Our favourite are undir story, 
puzzles and snippets. 
Birju Naidu, age 14, 
KV, Hassan 


Is it possible to 
publish 
Gokulam twice 
a month? My 
sister and 

other also 
1ead Gokulam. 


LETTER 
BOX 


My poem was good and yet wasn't 

published. Why? 
Harikrishnan, Std VIIA, KV, 
Coimbatore 

Dear Harikrishnan, 

Your poem was probably not 
selected or you may not have sent in 
the necessary details. Do keep trying. 

Editor 

Thank you for publishing my article, 
“The Incredible Saturn’ in the August 
issue. 


Eshwar Chandra Subramanyan, 
Chennai 














The Harry Potter series were intended 
for children aged 9to 12, However, even 
adults find the books a good entertainer. 
Harry's world is full of magical 
people. Muggles (non-magical ordinary 
people like us) can only watch the 
adventures of the gifted magicians. 
Here we come across apparate, the 
ability to move 
from one 
location to 
another. 
Hogwarts’ 
headmaster is 
wise wizard who is feared by even Lord 
Voldemort. Albus Dumbledore, the 
headmaster, gifts Harry an invisibility 
cloak. It belonged to Harry's father, The 
silvery white cape makes the wearer 
invisible. 
There's floo powder which 
allows people to travel and 
arrive at chimney places, 
‘N grates ete. Hogwarts has 


a4 





half-giants as gate keepers. Owls carry 
mail and students of witchcraft play 
quidditch, the game played with 
broomsticks. Harry has many 
adventures. He has to find out why some 
studentsturn into stones, The secret 
lies in a 


chamber deep inside Hogwarts. 

He has to help out Sirius Black who 
isa prisoner in Azkaban, a wizard prison, 
Sirius Black is Harry's godfather. 

He is constantly troubled by Lord 
Voldemort, who continuously plans evil 
deeds that will lead to Harry's death. 
Harry's best friend Ron, belongs to a 
large family of magical people. Seven 
of the family went to 
Hogwarts. Ron 
Weasley once flew 
his dad's car to 
school. Ron almost 
gave his life for 
Harry. Such is their 
friendship. 


Children return to 
school by the 
Hogwarts Express 
that leaves from 
London's King's 
Cross. Then there's 





Hermione 
Granger, Harry's bestfriend whom Harry 
suddenly finds rather interesting (Book 
Wy). 

If you ook up Harry Potter on the 
Web you will find more. There are 
excerpts from the books. Mugs, 
T-shirts, greeting cards, covers, letter 
pads besides anything else you may 
want can have the pictures of characters 
from Harry Potter novels. 

You can design your own greeting 
cards using characters from the novels, 








You can also design your own cover - 
for already published novels or for the 
upcoming novels. 

‘There's an unofficial Harry Potter fan 
club, It has produced a dictionary of 
‘magical words used in the Potter novels! 

There's also a page which lists all the 
mistakes committed in the Harry Potter 
novels published so far. Harry Potter 


‘watches and lunch boxes are yet to hit 
the market, 

Already children love to don Harry 

Potter's scar, hats used at Hogwarts and 

the cape worn by Harry's father. 

Birthday party themes at many 

homes are adapted from Harry 
Potter novels, 

The books make for interesting 

reading but the media attention is 

helping to sell the books. When the 





Goblet of Fire was released Potter fans 
were ecstatic even before they had read 
the book! 


Parents tind the books entertaining, 
They are perhaps the only books which 
need not be thrust on children according 
tosome parents, All the magic that does. 
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‘not exist in our mundane world comes 
to life in Harry Potter novels. 

However, some states in the US have 
banned the novels in school since 
witcheraft and wizardry should not be 
encouraged. But how many will not read 
the books on account of their ban? Not 
many, everyone who has read these 
novels predicts 

Meanwhile the language used in 
these books have met with parental 
approval. It teaches English used in 


medevial times, The underlying values 
of loyalty, love and friendship have been 
approved of by parents. 


‘Three more novels are yet to come. 
Some have dismissed the series as the 
batman of anew kind, Others are certain 
that all the seven novels are part of 
children’s literature which will soon 
become classics. 


yottyPater’s 





hen Harry Potter and the 
Goblet of Fire was released 
in July, there was frenzy in 
some book stores. The newest novel 


‘om on July 31, eleven year old Harry 
isan orphan, He comes to lve wit 
is aunt and uncle, They have no 

magical powers, Ordinary people like then 

are referred to as mugglos. 

Hany naiery bo wth en eyes and 
black, touslad halt. He has no money ta 
mend his spectacles. He binds the broker 
frame with adhesive tape, Harry's cousi® 





ey 
Dudley always loves to get him into troublé! 

Harry's unhappiness ends when he is 
admitted to the Hogwarts Schoo! oF 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. At school thé 


from J.K. Rowling was very well - 
received. Potter fans learnt that The 
Philosopher's Stone, the first of the 
Harry Potter series was soon to be made 
into a movie, 

Joanne Kathleen Rowling is J.K. 
Rowling. So far she has written four 





Harry is actually a 
childhood friend of the 
author 


books with Harry Potter as the hero. 
Harry starts out as a 11 year old orphan 
in the first book. He is expected to turn 
18 in the seventh and the last book. He 
has already begun showing a keen 
interest in Hermione Granger one of his, 
best friends at Hogwarts. 

‘The author's father was English. Her 
mother was part French, part Scottish. 
Before becoming a writer, she was a 








lightning - shaped scar on his forehead 
brings him fame. The scar was caused by 
the evil wizard, Lord Voldemort who kiled 
Harry's parents. When the wizard 
‘vied to kil Harry, the wizard lost his 
power. Now he is on the prow! 

Harry's parents were a wizard and 
a witch, 

= AtHogwarts, moaning ghosts 
aunt tolls. Gate keepers have 
dragons for pels. A professor 
‘amazes students by arriving in 
lass through the blackboard, 

‘Agi, Parvati Patilis interested 
in divination, 

2 Harty studies magic 
spells, herbology and 
Qofence Against the Dark 
Arts at school. He makes 











teacher. She taught English in Portugal 
and French in Scotland for sometime, 

She says the character Harry Potter 
was conceived when she was travelling, 
by train in England, He is based on a 
childhood friend Ian Potter. Hermione 
is based on herself as a girl. 

‘The author does reply to fan mail. 
‘To some she sends a personal reply. She 
says most letters are a request to be 
admitted to the Hogwarts School of 
Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

Before she began writing the Harry 
Potter series she wrote for adults. She 
says the seventh Potter book will be like 
an encyclopaedia, It will contain 
everything about the other Harry Potter 
books. 

‘She was born on July 31, 1965. Her 
daughter's name is Jessica. Jessica is 
‘now in school and often gets to listen 
to all her mother’s fans, 





‘many friends here. One professor takes an 
instant dislike for Harry and constantly 





creates troubles for him, He has spine - 
















chewing gums of all 
flavours. Students 
suck sugar quills as 
they pretend to think. 
‘Quidditch is a favourite 
sport atthe school. itis 
a football - ike game 
played with broomsticks, 
Harry Potter series is 

‘2 Bloomsbury Publication 
Kannal Achuthan, 
Tuticorin, 
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sopeSupysin ‘ST Be 
‘pesuad Wsvyed 


sano ayn des, 

2 poyay 
sadeg 

wera “y x0q 















Is 1am having a party next Saturday. 
‘Would you like to come? 

Nisha ; Sure. What is your address? 

Isha : 33, Mohan Nagar. Just 
press the calling bell with your 
elbow, 

Nisha: Why can't! press it with 
my finger? 

Isha : Well, you're not coming 








empty - handed, are you? 



















Jack : | know the name of 
your future wife. 


Brown : Go on, then. 
Jack : Mrs, Brown 





ent by :G. Lakshmi Priya, 
Sid. VIC, Cluny School, Pondicherry 


Anil : I couldn't walk for a 
year. 

‘Suraj : When was that? 
When | was a baby, 
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CONSERVE ENERGY 
ur energy sources must be used 
judiciously. We should learn to 
switch off lights and fons when 

not in use. Water taps should be shut 
off after We must learn to 
conserve water. Use only the needed 
quantity of woter for cooking. 1 will 
help to prevent wostoge of water. 

A brisk walk of o ride by cycle to 
nearby places is good for health. It will 
also prevent rise in pollution. If we 
use solor energy wherever possible it 
will help us to conserve our limited 
energy sources. 

Sudipta Nandi, Std. V, 
St. Agnes School, Khai 















D, 


<T 


western SS Our English literature 

tolks of Shakespeare ond our history 
books dwell on Napoleon, 

When we learn of Kalidas, we 

to him os Indian Shakespeare. We 

to Somudrogupta os Indian Napoleon. 

‘Why don’t we lear to call 





‘Shakespeore os British Kolidas 
| pee polars apa 


ARE WE? 


e believe that learning English 

will take us places in the 

future. We therefore, do not 
hi 


‘enjoy ‘bondying English idioms ond 
phrases. We don’t consider ourselves 
educated unless we can speak 
fluently in English, 

Under the British, our men 
wore Indion costumes though 
they were educated in English 
medium schools. They did not 
adopt western culture. 

Today our films ape western Gy” 
culture ond thoughts. Our 
heroes and heroines sport 








dhe "rodued ace 

orchers, renowned 

© sportsmen, swordsmen ond 

fencers. We know litle about them, 

Yet we call ourselves Indians. Isn't that 
rather strange? 

Debashis in Std. X, Th 

s 
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WE NEED 
EDUCATION 


hat education has never 

benefited anyone is not true 

An educated man will novar 
find himself stranded. — His 
education will have trained his 
brain to think out a solution to 
his problems. 











‘An illiterate person is always 
dependent on others, Formers in Indio 
who were often illiterate were cheated 
cut of their land and other rights by 
unscrupulous landlords, 

Money-enders and middlemen hod 
the farmers place their thumb impression 
on false documents. Education gives us 
self - reliance, Education should be 














‘made compulsory for all. 
Mukul Joshi, Mumbai. 
Deor Mukul, pl. send in your age 
‘ond the name of your schoo! 


SILLY 
SUPERSTITION 
espite living in the age of 
computers ond internet, people 
siill believe in superstition 


‘A famine in the village moy be 
brought about due to various reasons. 


There are scientific 
explanations for 
bizzare hap; 


the villagers bel 
presiding deity is ongry and has to be 
pacified. They socrfice animals 10 
satisfy gods! 

A common superstition among 
villagers ond townspeople is the black 
cat. Ifa black cot were to cross the 
road, the person whose path the cat 
crosses will return home. He believes 
that the cat has spelled doom on his 
hopes. 

Even educated people fall prey to 
superstitions ond blind beliefs. There 
‘re scientific explanations for bizzare 
happenings. Let us learn to understand 














the scientific causes. 
R. Rupa, Std. Ill B, NHES, 
Jamshedpur. 











ENGLISH OR MOTHER 
TONGUE? 
I disogree with R. Nivas (April 


2000). Students must learn to speak 
their mother tongue. A child con learn 
to speak his mother tongue even at 
home. 

English is the language tought in 
mony schools. Hence it is easily learnt. 
We need to learn this language if we 
wont to communicate with people in 
vorious parts of the world, 

Ours is o vost country with mony 
dialects. Even the knowledge of Hindi 
doesn’t help us to reach out to all 
people, English has become the link 
longuoge for trade and for interaction 
between inteligensia of the country. 

Though a foreign language even this 
mogozine is devoting pages to learning 
the language. Why then should we 
hesitate to use this language? 

Vrushali Khadse, Std. 
IX, Deepvihar HS, Goa 





THE SPR 


























GOKULAM 


ING FAIRY 


(Of all the fares in fairyland, 

ike the spring fairy and her sparkling wand, 
|When flowers bloom and bees have fun, 
The spring fairy's job is done. 


‘The lite fairy has a large house, 

Init a golden cage with a silver mouse, 

‘A riot of colours adorn her lawn, 

From the house, amazing isthe view each morn, 


Jn the lawn there's a sparkling pool, 
The water is fresh and icy cool 
{tholds a shoal of golden fish, 
Their tails go - swish, swish, swish! 


Here althe bright flowers, 
Enjoy refreshing showers. 
Al beings are always merry 
Inthe home ofthe spring f 
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My chitdhood days were as good as a 
mystery novel. They flew as fast as a 
humming bird. Those days of innocence 
‘and carefree life are now merely an 
album of colourful pictures in my 


mind. 

Those were the days 
when | could have my way by 
crying or liting my tiny fore finger. 
remember being so happy and running 
around the house humming 
tune. | spent the 
evenings at my 
friend's house. In 
the afternoons, 
when mom was. 
asleep | used to 
play with the 
black ants, 
beetles and other 
creatures that ‘ 
visited the front yard qN 
of my house. XN 

On rainy evenings | 
‘cuddled to my mother and 
sipped hot tea that she 
occasionally gave me. 
Pleasant evenings were time 
for play, On windy evenings lew 
‘tes, Even birds couldn’t have made the 
sky more beautifull 

On lazy afternoons grandma told me 
stories, Her stories were peppered with, 
demons, devils and giants. | would spend 
sleepless nights Keeping a good lookout 
for them. 

oved to get wet in rain, After the rains 
paper boats filled the puddles. We held 




















competitions 
as to who could 
splash out most water from 
the storm water ditches that ran outside 
the house, 
am an ‘adult’ now, Mother has no 
patience when | run around, or make paper 
boats or play in the rain. | have to listen to 
a lecture, It lasts for an hour after which | 
return to my bedroom my ears burning red. 
That's exactly why | call my childhood “The 
pot of honey now empty”, 
Deepthi Venkatesh, Bangalore. 
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Masts was excited. She was 
ing on a picnic with her 
cousins the next day. Beal 
Ten year old Megna wos obsess 
with everything orsign. Lotely, she 
had become conceited too. She had 

litle regard for Indian culture, 

Her mother had often tried to 
knock some sense into her but to no 
‘avail, 

The next day Megna setled for a 
pair of white a ‘and a deep red 
‘T-shirt. She wore a tea-coloured straw. 


~ 
She walked to Laka ka pool where 


TH 


she would meet her 
cousins. 

“Hi, Amit, Sneha 
and Nikhil!” she 
cried as she strode 
over to the Peepul tree under which 
they stood, 

"Boy! You are wearing a nice 
outfit!” cried Sneha. 





Her mother tried to 


knock some sense into 
her, but to no avail 





Megna blushed. “Thanks,” she 
muttered sorcastically. She wore such 
simple clothes and yet how her 
cousins reacted! “Where’s Aunt 
Nito®” she asked abruptly changing 
the subject. 


“Oh, she’s probably stopped 
outside a tea shop to get some tea 
leaves and coconuts,” said Amit. 

“Poof!” Megna spat out in disgust. 
“hate tea leaves and coconuts!” 

Sneha, Amit and Nikhil were Aunt 
Nito’s children. Megna was an only 
child. She was pampered. 

“Oh, there's mummy!" squeaked 
Sneha. Soon they were of to the 
picnic spot. 

“Aren't we going to the Jamburee 
hill?” said Nik 

“OF course,” said Megna. “Don’t 
you know, Hyderabad is a hillside 








LIEN 


place?” 

“i/m not such a simpleton as you 
think!” began Nikhil crossly 

“I don’t!" snapped Megna. 

“There, there, don’t you stort 
squabbling!” said Aunt Nita stepping 
con the brake. "If you do, we go 
home.” 

They were at Jamburee hills at last 
The picnic party chose a fine shady 
spot. Sneha and Megna set out the 
snacks and spread a sheet. 

Nikhil began watching birds 
through his binoculars. 

“Look!” Megna was excited. 
“Foreigners! | think they must be 
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Americans!” she said to Sneho. 

"S0%" Sneha hardly bothered. 
“Nothing great. They too are human 
alngs be va” Marna wort red 

“I just told you,” she murmured. 
But all the same she wos excited. A 
tall woman of six feet wo ond a 
blond-haired man, led three children- 
two girls and a boy. 

Aunt Nita had dozed off, a 
magazine in her hand. Amit and 
Nikhil had gone to bathe in the 
stream. Megna strolled over to the 
Americans. 

“Hil She soid casually to one of 


the taller blond-haired girls. “What 
is your nome?" 


“Mine?” asked the girl with 
aquamarine blue eyes good- 
naturedly. 

“Suzanne Whitman.” The gitl had 
@ strong American accent. She was 
weoring o poir of blue jeans and a 
sleeveless light rose T-shirt. The other 
people from the American family had 


stopped in surprise. 

“What made you-er| mean are 
you bored or onything?” asked 
Suzanne abruptly. 

“Yech!" soid Megna. “My brothers 
have gone fo wade in the pond. My 
Aunt is snoozing ond my litle sister is 





taking wild shots in her camera.” 

Suzanne introduced her family. 
“My brother is Charlie Whitman ~ 
he’s twelve, my ter, Fanny 
Whitman's about six and I'm about 
ten. And these are my parents.” The 
woman smiled slightly and the man 
nodded emphatically. 

“What don’t you all go and chat 
amongst yourselves called ot Me 
‘Whitman settling down on the grass 
‘and opening a book. 

“Hallo,” said Charlie and Fanny, 
smiling suspiciously. 

"Did you come to India for o 


3 


Ramu : Where is earth? 
Shamu : Inside the universe. 
Ramu : Where is the universe? 
‘Shamu : Around the earth. 
D. Rajiv, Std. vin, 

Jubilee School, Bangalore 
holiday?” asked Megna as they 
walked towards the stream. 

"Yeah," said Charlie. “We're from 
South Brazil. We came here to meet 
our Indian relatives and for sight 
seeing too.” The Americans spoke the 
language very quickly with a draw. 
It was quite difficult for Megna to 
understand, The four children rested 
under a Peepul tree. 


“How do you find India?” asked 


























ploce,! iting into 
‘a pink flavoured hamburger. 

“Yep. lohways liked tradition since 
| wos smoll,” said Suzanne. “I've 
been cll over South India and I've 
tasted Indian food. The dances and 


Indian music are quite exotic, 


“So? Nothing great. Ther 
too are humans like us. 


Besides, Indian culture is quite rich 
and different from other cultures.” 

“Yeah,” cut in Fanny. “I find ita = 
© kind of intellectually wealthy, but 
conservative country.” 

“Lam learning Indian dance too, 
for the past one week,” said Suzanne. 

“I've heard that there are a 
number of languages. All the 
languages, food, clothes, dances, 
music and culture ore quite unique 
ond meaningful and have been 
passed down the generations without 
much changes. It's amazing! There 
is so much warmth in family 
relationships. Indian fomilies are 
bound by love and affection. We are 
surprised to see how you celebrate 
various festivals with such enthusiasm 
‘ond unity. One doesn’t get to see 
this kind of interaction in our country.” 

hod gone red. “My!” she 

thought. “I've never followed Indian 
culture. Here are some American 
children praising our country.” She 
was ashamed. “I shouldn’t have 
asked thot question,” she thought 
guilily. 

“And the dance school | go to is 
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excellent,” Suzanne wos saying, “The 
teachers there...” 

“Which city do you live in?” 
Megna changed the subject. She hod 
heard enough of the American’s 
praises for India. “We live in 
Venezuela,” said Fanny. 

"Oh, Venezuela? I've seen the 
Caracas mountains in Venezuela 
‘when I went there for sight seeing.” 


you later” she odded. “Nice meeting 


you. 

“Oh - same to you ond thanks,” 
drawled Charlie with & prominent 
American accent. “We'll tell our 
parents.” 

‘As Megna, Aunt Nita and her 
cousins walked to their car, Megna 
‘was very quiet. 

“What's the matter?" asked Amit 




















soid Megna. 

“You did?” queried Suzenne in 
surprise. 

"Yeah, it’s a nice place,” said 

na. "Why don’t you come over 

and have snacks with us?” They 
headed for the place where Megna'’s 
people sat. 


Megna introduced each of her 
friends to her cousins and Aunt Nita. 
At half past six, Aunt Nita glanced 
at her watch. “We must go home” 
she said, forcing o smile. “We'll 
exchange phone numbers and meet 


to Megna. “Why so quiel?” 

“Er - nothing. Those Americans 
told me all they liked about India, 
while I, despite being an Indian, never 
understood the value of our culture.” 
All of them loughed oloud. 

“That will teach you to follow our 
culture and stop behaving like an 
alien” scid Aunt Nito, 

Iwill perhaps. Megna hod learnt 
to respect India. She would gradually 
stop being arrogant, won't she? 

Nischintha, Std. IX, Bala 
Vidya Mandir, Chennai. 
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tone time, people believed 
that there lived on this 
earth with us all 


kinds of strange beings who 
had magical powers 
‘Sometimes they were called 
fairies, and sometimes 
they had special names, 
depending on their 
power and the country 
where they were supposed to 
live. 

Leprechauns were the fairy 
shoemakers of Ireland. They were 
little old wrinkled men, not even as 


Jacob and Wihelm Grimm ware two German 
writers whose fairy tales ara ranalated and tll 
‘20d by children world ver. 





big as a new - born child, In Scotland, 
fairies about 60 cm high, were called 
brownies, A brownie chose some 
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house to serve and, coming at 
‘ht, scrubbed and cleaned 
and did all sorts of work. 
All he would take in 
payment was a bowl of 
cream and a bit of white 
bread. 

In England, the very 
smallest fairies were called 
pixies. They would wear 
green jackets and red caps 
and dance to the music of 
crickets and grasshoppers. 

In France, they were called fees 
and in Scandinavia, white elves. 
They lived in the woods and fields 
and a mortal could find his way to 
their home only on one of the four For instance, if they were from 45 
magical nights of the year - cm tothe size of children they were 
Midsummer Eve, May + called goblins. 

Christmas Eve or Hallowe'en. Ia Gormany they were called 


gnomes and dwarfs. In Scandinavia 

airies that they were called trolls. 
were 
bigger in 

ze had 


Sometimes there were human 
different names. 








- sized fairies, and they were 
hard to tell from mortals. In 
Germany, if you met a man 
with green teeth he was a nix 

or water spirit. When pixies 

ventured on land, some bit of their 
clothing was always wet. 

Of course it was considered 

very difficult to know the real 
size of a fairy because they 

were so seldom seen. 
J. Gayathri, age 18, 
Avinashilingam Deemed 
University, Coimbatore. 
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My mother was in 

sixth standard when this happened. 
Her class was going on a 
that day. At the science museum, trees 
fand plants line. the narrow passage that 
leads to the entrance of the museum. On 
the trees and plants are sign boards with 
instructions like-"Keep silence”, "Do not 





touch exhibits” ete 

‘At the entrance was the skeleton of a 
human being. Mother and her friends were 
curious, On the left hand was a placard ~ 
Do not touch, Mother ignored itand placed 
her fingers on the rib cage of the skeleton, 

Before she could realise what was 
happening, she received a terrific slap from 
the skeleton, 

‘She fater learnt that the skeleton was 
designed in such a way that it would turn 
and Slap anyone who touched it 

Everyone present in the museum had a 
hearty laugh while mother nursed her 
cheek, 

K. Josephine Priya, Std Vill, Bangalore, 


Dear Josephine, pl. sendin the name 





EXPERIENCE 


‘of your school. 





Last year, we went to New Delhi 
to witness the Republic Day 
celebrations. The city wore a 
festive look, The roads were clean 
Early next day, we found a 
comfortable seat close to India 
Gate. As time went by ministers, 
ambassadors and other important 
dignitaries began to gather. 

Then came the chiefs of Army, 
Navy and Air Force. At the 
appointed time the president 
arrived on Rajpath and was 
received by the prime minister. The 
defence services personnel 
saluted him. 

The Indian flag was hoisted and 
the president received the 





A MEMORABLE DAY 


salutations of the Army, Navy and Air 
Force contingents. itwas followed by 
NCC and then schoo! children. 

The Air Force planes showered 
flowers as they flew past us. 
Colourful tableaus drove past. 
They represented the customs and 
traditions observed in each state. 

The procession wound its way 
via Connaught Place, Aimeri gate, 
Fatehpur Sikri 
and Chandni 
chowk 
and 






















reached Red Fort, 
where it ended. 
The ministers, 
the president and 
ambassadors did 
not accompany| 
the procession 
The dignitaries 
parted com- 
pany at India 
Gate. It took 
several hours 
for the proces- 
sion to reach 
Red Fort trom 
India Gate. 
L. Sheeba, 
age 15, 
‘Sanjose MS, 
Mettupalayam.| 


















Itwas summer. The window in the bedroom was 
ajar to let in cool breeze. | was sleeping by 
the window. Something pulled at my ear. This 
awakened me. 

In the darkness 
| saw a figure 


beyond the 
window. It 
was tall and | 


couldn't see the 
face ! 
screamed in 

terror. | thought it 

was a ghost. My screams © 
awakened my parents. 





My father ran out. The gate was open. There was 
no one in the garden. When my father returned he 
said that it was not a ghost but a thief. Luckily for me 
he was not able to remove my ear-rings. Since then, 
we never keep windows open at night 

T. Jayasri, Std VIII A, St. Joseph’s GHSS, 
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srocodiles belong tothe reptile 

family and are found in large 

lakes, swamps, marshes and 

rivers. They are perfectly 
adapted to life in water. With their 
‘eyes, nostris and ears situated on top 
of the head, the crocodiles can see, 
‘smell and hear even as they are hidden 
under water. 

‘Atleshy valve in the throat closes 
the windpipe at the back, thus enabling 
the crocodile to open its mouth and 
hold its prey under water. 

The heavily 
‘armoured body, with 
its long and powerful 
tail is well adapted for 
rapid swimming. i 
Crocodiles are 
carnivores (flesh - 
eating) and the prey is 
consumed whole. 
They lay several 


* hari 


‘eggs in shallow pits 
near the water's 


edge. 
Baby crocodiles subsist on large 
quantities of insects, snails, fish, 
snakes and small rodents. The adults 
tackle fand animals that come to the 
water. Crocodiles have eamed a bad 
reputation as ferocious killers. They 
attack man only under provocation and 
‘when hungry. 
he crocodiles of India include 
the marsh crocodile or 
| mugger, the saltwater 
crocodile and the gharial. The 





mugger and the 
gharial are shy 
of humans. The 
saltwater 
‘crocodile can turn 
around and kill a 
man if tormented, 
‘An adult mugger 
may be four 
metres iong. It is 
found in stagnant 
waters, jheels, 
reservoirs and 
















tanks throughout India, 
pale in colour. Babies exhibit dark 
spots. 

The gharial normally grows to a 
length of 5 m and is found only in fast 
= flowing rivers like the Ganges, 


It is olive or 


Brahmaputra and Mahanadi, It is 
named after the knob - like 
protruberance on the male's snout 
which resembles a water pitcher 
(Cghara” in Hindi). Its long, slender 
snout serves as a good device for 
trapping fish which constitute its 


In the wildg|§ 
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species and is 
presently foundin the 
mangroves of Orissa, 
| Sunderbans and the 
Andaman and 
Nicobar Islands. 
Crocodiles are 
beneficial because 
| they keep our water 
| systems clean by 
| devouring dead or 
{ diseased organic 
matter. All crocodiles 


chief food, The colour is uniform 
olive green, mottled with 
chrome yellow but 

the colouration’ 
and marks fade 
with age. 

The saltwater 
crocodile, true to its 
name, prefers to live 
in brackish waters. It 
is a giant among the 
reptiles, large adults 
reaching an awesome nly 
length of 7 m. It is an hunted for their 
opportunistic feeder, valuable skin. The leather 
swallowing everything living obtained from crocodiles is the 
or dead, fresh or rotten. It is costliest of animal derived skins. It 
the most feared of the crocodiles commands a fabulous price because 
because it does not hesitate tokill and ofits softness, durability and appeal. 
eata human. Thefemale makesanest The crocodile, which has outlasted 
‘of vegetation for depositing the eggs. the gigantic dinosaurs, is in danger 
ow. Its habitat is being used up by 
his crocodile is dark olive hydro-electric dams. Wanton 
green or brown or almostblack destruction by man for its skin is also 
in colour above. The belly is telling on its population. 
lemon yellow. Itis a vanishing T.S.N. Murthy, Chennai 
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VA RULES OF THE GAME 


© play this fun game, a minimum 
of two players are required and a 
maximum of as many as you wish! 


All you need is a different col- 
oured counter per player and a dice to 
roll, 

In this game, Mr. Oil is trying his hard- 


est to help everybody, to make t fe 


easier, The green squares on the track are 
your rewards for following Mr, Oil's path, 

Everytime Mr. Oil goes a little further, Mr. 

9 _/ Waste shows up on the red squares and sends 


him several steps back. It’s up to all of you 
now to save Mr, Oil from — Mr. Waste, The 
winner becomes the “Mr. PETROLEUM" of the year! 

To begin, all the players must roll the dice in turn, The player who gets the 
highest is the first Oil explorer. 

3. The gas burner has been left on, in you kitchen. What a waste! Go back 
2 places. 

10. You decide to cycle to your friend's house. Go ahead 3 places. 

14, Your ‘cut waste’ group has set a trend for many other children. Take 2 
extra turns. 

16. Speeding down a crowded street, Fuel lost, You must pay the price. Go 
to start, 

19. You won a ‘save petrol’ contest. Take an extra turn. 

25. ‘Did you lack the fuel tank in the car?*asks you father. 
Yes you did. Move up 3 places 

26, You did not take the emission control test, 
You miss a turn, 

30. You do not service your vehicle peri: 
odically, Move back 2 places. 

35, Your scooter's engine is running 
while you chat with your friend, Go to 
start, 

37. You switched off he ignition when 
the traffic signal turned red. Move up 
3 places. 

40. Throw six on the dice and win 

the MR. PETROLEUM | title. 
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amadagni was 
J a rishi, He 

lived a pious 
life with his wife 
Renuka. One day 
Renuka and the rishi 
were making a 
shivalinga from clay. 











Just as they were 
giving it the finishing 
touches, Renuka 
concentration was 
distracted by the 
sound of hooves. The shadow of the 
kshatriya king who rode that way fell 
‘on the shivalinga 

Rishi Jamadagni who noticed the 
Joss of concentration of his wife was 
enraged. He called his eldest son. 

“Your mother must be killed now,” 
the rishi ordered. But Jamadagni's 
son refused to kill her. 





a 
“Ask for two boons and 
they shall be yours” 
he said. 





‘The rishi then called his second 
son. The second son wanted to know 
why he should kill an innocent 
‘woman who was also his mother. 
J son. “Cut off your mother’s 

head now,” he ordered. The 


third son was Parashurama. Without 
a word Parashurama beheaded his 


amadagni then called his third 


A DEVOTED 


mother 
Jamadagni 
was pleased. 
“Ask for 
two boons 
and it shall be yours. I am pleased 
with you,” said the rishi to 
Parashurama. 

“Father”, said Parashurama, 
“bring mother back to life. [know not 
why you wanted her beheaded but let 
her not remember what caused her 
death.” 

Jamadagni granted his son's 
wishes. Renuka was brought back to 
life. 

In later years Parashurama came 
to be known for both his valour and 
anger. He lost out in a battle of 
strength to Rama. He handed over his 
‘weapons to Rama and renounced the 
world. 

R. Vishwanathan, 
Std. X, St. Patrick's HS, 
‘Secunderabad. 
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ishi was a one and a half month 

old kitten when I first saw him. 

He was white in colour and was a 
tom cat. He was a strange pet who often 
roamed our colony. He did not insist that 
he be fed by us. Often we wondered where 
he had gone. 

‘Soon, we learnt 
thathe would visit 
a neighbour if 
she petted him, 
He could purr 
so gently thatthe 
neighbours 


Ea) 


nothing wrong in offering him a bow! of 
mitk, Mishi made it a habit to visit the 
neighbours everyday. He found one 
neighbour had omiette for breakfast. 

Mishi would wait until he was given 
piece, Soon, Mishi too began to have 
a full omlette for breakfast, One day, 
the neighbour was ill and had 
decided to forgo breakfast, The 


DID YOU 


lesome Japanese households 
keep fish which start dashing 
labout their tank a few hours 
before an earthquake. 

@ A butterfly foundin Brazil has 















milk, Mishi refused to touch the 
milk, 





ly, the neighbour 
bought a couple of eggs: 
prepared the 
‘omlette and fed Mishi 

anta is our dog - 
Banta and Mishi 
were thick 











s. Banta would even allow Mishi to 
have a few morsels from his bow! before 
he had his food! Mishi often oceupied 
Banta's rug. He would snuggle upto Ban 

bow! of milk were to slip out of our 
hand you can expect Banta to allow Mishi 
the lion's share of the spilt milk 

Mishi loved to sleep on the wet 
bathroom floor, He never hesitated to fight 
with stray dogs if he found food elose by. 








many as seventy times. 
nearly 1,000 different words for 


the smell and colour of @camel 
chocolate. 


Sriram R. Das, 
© Most people move about forty Std XC, 
times in their sleep during the Kendriya Vidhyalaya, 
night. Insomniacs may move as Ottapalam. 





IfMishi disliked 
anything it was rotten bananas, He 
left them alone 
Te was August. Mishi was now six 
months old. Since morning nobody had 
spotted Mishi, I don’t 
him, but someone br 
to our porch. He had drowned in a well 
Tried for along time. Many people in 
the colony too found his death upsetting 
‘Two days later Banta took ill, Even 
before we could take him to the vet, 
Banta died. Probably Banta could not 
the loss of Mishi 
B. Prajwala Varambally, 
II PVC, MGM College, 
Udupi. 
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The book that was most read in Britain in 1999 
was J.K. Rowling's Tale of Harry Potter. Potter is a 
teen-aged wizard with a scar on his forehead. 


TALL AND SHORT OF IT 


‘Mr. Nasir Anmed Soomro, was declared the world's 
tallest man at 236.2 cm. Mr. Lin Yu Chih of Taiwan 
was the shortest at 67.5 cm. Mr. Soomro is a native 

of Pakistan, 


OLD PAPYRUS 
DISCOVERED 
A 2000 year old 
Papyrus was discovered 
in the National Library of 
Vienna. It has been 





Hebrew manscript 
discovered so far. 
The — papyrus 
emerges from 
Egypt and is about salvation. 
OLDEST TORTOISE 


The oldest tortoise is 152 years old, about twice 
the average lifespan of a human. 


identified as the oldest / 





CHILD PRODIGY 


Syed Mujtaba Rizvi is 
eight but he learnt Quran 
at two. He can recite every 
chapter from the 
beginning to the end. His 
father inspired him to 
read the holy book, the 
boy said. 

OLDEST DENTIST 






Kottayam’s Dr. VK. 
Mani is considered 
the oldest practising 
dentist in the world. The 
89 year old doctor was 
born in Kottayam. The 
doctor says he just titted 
to dentistry. 


WIZARD WINS HANDS DOW 
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‘woman broke her own record for cycling. The woman 
‘was hospitalised with fatigue after she pedelled for 26 
hours non-stop. She maintained a speed of 20 kmph. 


‘Ms. Carmen Alicia Muniz was an Olympian cyclist 
for Mexico between 1950s and 1970s. 


ICE HOTEL 
Qubec has a hotel built 

















OLDEST MAN entirely from ice. Opened on 
Nepalese, January 1, 2000, 
Ram Avtar the hotel will 


Sahakaru claims 
that he is 167 years 
old, He says he has the 
certificate of citizenship 
to prove his claim. He 
stil has 15 teeth every winter 
According to the The expertise 
certificate he was bornin came trom 
1832 in Devodia vilagein Sweden 
Dhanusha istrict in 


function only 12 
‘weeks in a year. It 
costs $552,000 to 
build the hotel 


Nepal. ROLLS ROYCE OF PIANOS ‘< 
NANNY'S CYCLING Yamaha 4 
RECORD Corporation has 

‘AG62 year old Mexican built a piano priced $ 333,000. 


itis a high-tech instrument 
with voice activation, a touch 
screen monitor etc, It is 
called Disklavier-Pro-2000. It 
was built to mark the 
‘company's hundredth year 
of manufacturing. 


‘Suresh K. Anjum, 
Calcutta 
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[ the total energy released during 

an earth quake. This scale is 
open-ended. It is a logarithmic 
progression. In other words, an 
increase by one point on this scale 
indicates that the force of earth quake 
is now ten times greater. 

So an earth quake of magnitude 5 
on this Richter scale is ten times more 
powerful than a quake with 
magnitude 4; a hundred times more 
powerful than a quake of magnitude 
3; a thousand times more powerful 
than a quake of magnitude 2 and ten 
thousand times more powerful than 
an earth quake of magnitude 1. 

The largest earth quake recorded 
measured 8.9 in Richter scale. This 
‘was the quake that hit Lisbon in 1775. 
Jolts caused by the quakes which are 





= of magnitude 2 or more. 


\ 


\ 
\ less than 1 in magnitude can 

be detected only on a 
Seismograph. This 
\ instrument automatically 







detects and records the 
intensity, direction and 

| Sesion ny movement 
of the ground. 

| "Human beings can 

| detect the shock of quakes 









Animals can detect even 
smaller tremors. 
More than 





300,000 
shocks with magnitude 
between 2 and 3 occur every year -an 
astounding number of 800 tremors per 
day on an average. We neither feel 
them nor fear them, as they hardly 
cause any damage to life or property. 

Anearth quake of magnitude 5 can 
cause minor damages. One of 
magnitude 8 can cause almost total 
destruction. A quake of magnitude 10, 
the highest possible can cause total 
destruction, uncontrollable panic and 
even ground waves can be seen. 

This scale was devised in 1935. It 
is named after its inventor Charles 
Richter, a Californian Seismologist. 

isalakshi Ramani 

Coimbatore 
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‘There lived in Baghdad a trader called All. Once Ali decided 
to goon a world trip. He sold his wares and bought gold coins. 











Story : 
Venu Variath, 














C.Divya 












‘need for the trip. The rest 
<A\ Til hand over to Hassan’ 
aa for safe-keeping, 





LT 
‘friend, but why should he 


ay koow there's gold in this J” 

















Ali put the gold in a pot and covered it with 








Flassan, take care 
of these olives. Iam 
going on a world 





tour, 








} 














9) 
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‘You are right.’ For having’ 
returned rotten olives instead 
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‘That proves it Hassan, 
What you returned to Ali 


























N A\ 
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\> 
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4 
The 


tisthe Olympics. = 
On the victory 


stand proudly 
stand the winners, 
tears streaming down 
their cheeks. Disbelief, 
relief and joy of a dream 
having come true writ large on their 
face. The dream behind which lay a 
lifetime of discipline, consuming 
passion and unique talent. 

Olympic champions have not all 
been born athletes. Here are some of 
the all time greats who did their 
countries proud. They overcame 
crippling impairments by sheer 
determination and the steely will to 






ly 


= 


went on to 


become the 
fastest runner to 
dominate the Rome Olympics. 


‘You can imagine the determination 
and perseverance that would have 
gone into making her an Olympic 
champion. 

MURRY HALDERG 

He was nty 17 during acrash tackle 

ym behind in a rug’ 


by 
Pas Tt left him with a 
dislocated shoulder and 


make it to the 
vitor a 


RUDOLF 

She was nicknamed the black 
gazelle, When four years old, 
she was struck with severe 
pneumonia. She developed 
‘complications and fell prey 
to polio, Polio vaccines were 
yet to gain acceptance. Polio 
victims could not hope to play 
thereafter. 

Fortwo years she was in bed 
with braces. She 
learnt to walk and 
finally threw away 
the orthopedic 
shoes. She was 
encouraged 
by her 
mother and 












OLYMPICS 


an injured arm. His left arm hung 
loosely by his side. People pit 
him. “He will never be normal 
they declared. Persistent people 
success where others 








The New Zealander was 
determined. Under Lydiard, his 
coach, he ran cross-countries 
‘and a gruelling 100 miles a 
week! The effort and 
resolution paid off. He won 
the gold in the 1960 Rome 
Olympics. And how he did 
this! 

He was the last in the 
1000 mts. race. When 
only three laps were left, 
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rae 
aoe 
anne 


he sprinted the final laps in a record 73, 
seconds! At less than 10 mis. the gap 
was dangerously closing. Haldberg 
never gave up and with his heart 
bursting he breasted the tape. All the 
bitter training tasted sweet with the 


By 





hard-won victory at the end 
TATYANA CASANKINA 
She was struck with a cardio 
vascular disorder and suffered a heart 
attack too, She trained in the woods and 
‘open spaces so that pollution did not 


Not all Olympic 
champions are born 
athletes 
aggravate her lungs, Many 


years later she was on the 
victory stand smiling at her 





golden triumph - she'd clocked 
54.94 secs, 
HAROLD CONOLLY 


As a child he fractured his arm 13 
times, His left arm was 2/3rd the size 
of his right arm, He refused to live with 
the handicap. He worked undaunted to 
become the world’s best remembered 
hammer thrower. The ball hammer 
weighing 16 pounds touched 63.9 mts, 
at the Melbourne Olympics, 

KONRAD WANGENHEIM 
It was the qualifying round of the 






steeplechase in the Berlin Games. 
Kurfurst, Wangenheim’s horse 
stumbled at the fourth obstacle. 
Wangenheim broke his collarbone. 
‘Aware that if he dropped out of the 
German team he would disqualify, he 
remounted and cleared the remaining 
32 obstacles faultlessly. The next 
day it was thought Wangenheim 
wouldn't come. He came with his 
arm in a sling, 
Afterthe early obstacles, 
Kurfurst overstrode on the 
double jump, Wangenheim 
reigned in the horse with great 
effort. But, he fell and the horse fell 
‘on the rider, Everyone thought this was 
curtains for Wangenheim. But he 
struggled from beneath, rose - reigned 





in the horse - and the man and the horse 
went on to win the gold! 

Olympics is the ultimate dream for 
every aspiring athlete. What we learn 
from these Olympic champions is that 
no road is too long to the person who 
advances deliberately. No honours are 
too distant for those who prepare for 
them with patience. 

Lalitha Deepak, Chennai 


GOKULAM 39° September 2000 





APPU & KUKU IN 
DEAE DUM 


Ayn 
Sata 
sh! = 

iy 


HE Is 
THE. FASTEST 
LAND 
ANIMAL- 
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‘To Rajesh, visiting a village was 
@ novel experience. Me wrote to 
Akash about his plan, Akash invited 
him to his village. Soon, Kajesh was 
on his way to Akash’s village. 

Akash’s house was small 
but airy. It was a far cry from 
Rajesh’s flat in the city. 
Rajesh enjoyed walking 
across the fields, Me was 
amazed by the variety of 
birds he came across, 

Akash took Rajesh to the 
fiver to bathe. Rajesh also 
met Akash’s friends. That 
afternoon the boys formed 
two teams and played 
football, The playground 
abutted a lake. Akash 
warned Rajesh that the lake 
was haunted. 

“Haunted?” Rajesh 
scoffed, "We will see what 
haunts the lake,” 

As the — game 
progressed no one 
noticed how close the 
boys were to the lake. One 
of the boys kicked the ball 
‘and It fell right into the 
lake. 

None of the boys would enter the 
lake. Even Rajesh was surprised 
when the ball began to sink. He did 
not believe in ghosts and ghouls, 
Without giving it a second thought 
Rajesh jumped into the lake. 

At the centre of the lake he held 
his breath and dived, The ball was 
nowhere in sight. When he could no 
longer hold his breath he decided to 

















surface. Something held him back as 
he tried to rise to the surface. 

His heart almost skipped a beat, 
He turned around and found that his 
shirt was caught in a thorny bush, 


‘The boys on the shore of the lake 
were panicstricken. Rajesh had been 
gone for more than three minutes, 
‘The ghost of the lake had swallowed, 





Rajesh, they knew! Akash was close 


to tea 

Rajesh tugged his shirt and the 
thorny bush gave in, He had been 
too long underwater. He swam up. 
much to the relief of the boys. 
Rajesh’s eyes were bloodshot and he 
couldn’t swim ashore. Akash shouted, 
in joy when he noticed Rajesh. 

‘One of the boys threw a log. 
Another boy threw a tyre into the 
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Jake. Rajesh grabbed the tyre and 
floated to the shore. 

“Thank God you are safe” said 
Akash, tears streaming down his 
cheeks. 

Rajesh laughed. “The lake bed is 
full of thorny bushes. Our ball is 
Caught in the thorns. We must get 
another ball. There's no ghost in the 
lake.” 

The boys refused to believe him 





‘They concluded that a friendly ghost 
lived in the lake. 

Rajesh explained why his eyes 
were bloodshot and why he couldn't, 
swim ashore. A few days later the 
boys found the deflated ball floating 
‘on the water. Rajesh had after all 
been right. 

R, Praveen, Std. VII C, 

Bhaktavatsalam Vidhyashram, 

‘Chennai. 
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WHOSE HORSE IS IT? 


Story: L. SHEEBA, age 15, Sanjoge MS, Metupalnyam. 
Ulustration : 


‘A far wd tethered his horse to a tree A thief who passed that way found) 
and the unguarded horse. [| 


can steal 

© FO} the horse. 
No one 

will 





know. 
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The policeman nabbed the thief and brought him to the 
strate. 




















- 

















An acid test 
1, The cells lining the stomach secrete 
this acid, making the food inside 
acidic too. 
.. Car batteries have an acid in them 
do you know which one? 
}. What do acids taste like - salty, 
‘sweet, Sour or bitter? 
}. Which biological compound plays a 
vital role in heredity? 
). Where do we find lactic acid? 
}. This acid is found in all tangy fruits. 
’. Which litmus solution does an acid 
react to - blue or red? 
Diluted acetic acid is used in cooking 
‘and in making chutneys. Give its 
Kitchen name. 
9. Name the oxides which form acid 
rain by combining with water vapour. 
10. Acetyl salicylic acid is used to 
relieve pain. What 


2 Noe eo 


How patriotic are you? 

Can you find the following words 
in the grid given below? 

Amy, Battles, Bombings, Convoy, 
Defence, Enemy, Hostage, Patriotism, 
Refugee, Rifles, Sacrifice, Soldier, 
Trench, Valour, Victory. 


















































is its common 
medicinal name? 
Deepan Ram Kumar, 
Std. VIIA, Srini 
Lions MHSS, 
Srivilliputtur 
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S. Jagadish, Std. X B, Sri Anand 
Jain Vidhyalaya, Chennai. 
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Inventions and 


Inventors 

Find the inventors of these items. 

1, Windmill, 2. Aeroplane, 3. 
Ballpoint pen, 4. Clock pendulum, 5. 
Electric lamp 6. Microphone 7. 
Microscope 8. Nylon, 9. Watch 10 
‘Safety Match. 

K. Gayatri, age 12, Std. VIII, 
‘SRF Vidyalaya, Chennai 
Dear Gayatri pl. send your house 














Crossword 
Use the clues to fill the crossword. 
Across 
1, Mass of ice slowly moving down 
the valley (7) 
Thick woollen wrap or covering 
@) 
8. Atree (3) 
9. Face covering used for disguise (4) 
10. Extent or measure of surface (4) 
12, Female sheep (3) 
14, Everyone (3) 
15. Device used for pinning two or 
more things together (1) 
Down 
2. Piece of wood (3) 
3. Milk product (4) 
4, Small creature in fairy tales (3) 
5. Wind instrument (7) 
6. Sugary syrup (7) 
11, Pile (4) 
Have food (3) 








J. Deepasree, Std. VII, St. 
Thomas School, Trivandrum 


IN THE WILD 


oo oe ‘over Asia - from Russia to China, It 
Watiery Of Mis are fou cen indincriasidnely usted foe 
Heenan en a eenas its featice. Today there are only 130 

af ibis «the black and c*ested ibis. For about twenty years 
the white ibis, The white ibie st single crested ibis was sported, 
Commonly found in the southern Scientists laterspotted seven birds in 


parts of north America. 


Dead ibises were embalmed," “™"* "* 


Straw ~ necked ibis 
have made Australia 
their home. 
‘They live 
in marshes 
or shallo ee 
waters. The most a forest i 
prized are the central China. 
crested ibis found Special 
in the Shangai efforts are 
province in being taken to 
central China, rear cres- 
‘Once, the crested ibis ted 
could be found all 


throughout the world. In 















in tropical America. In 
‘gypt ibis was considered 





























tivity. = The seater bie 
The breeding programme 
began in 1986. The 
results have been 
promising. There is 
hope that one day ibis 
will frequent their 
former haunts. 

Ibis is the size of 
avillagehen, Ithas 
alongeurved beak 
and long slender 
neck. The white 
ibis has a black 


vead and neck. The have long, 
lender legs and thrive in marshy, 
wampy areas. They are closely 
elated to herons. The crested ibis 
save a crest on their heads. Their 
aeck is grey in colour. The face, 
-overing the eyes is red in colour. 
Tndian black ibis can be spotted in 
Pakistan beside northern India. It 
n be spotted upto Mysore. The 
white ibis can he found throughout 
India, Bangaladesh, Pakistan, 












colonies, Ibises lay upto four 4 


Srilanka and Burma. The black ibis 
is rarely spotted in Bangladesh. 
‘The crested ibis is not migratory. 


Other species of ibis migrate short 








distances. 
When they fly, the ibises form a'v’, 
Ibises are sociable and live 








a good season and are 
devoted parents. They 
build their nests on trees 
Baway from water, Their 
Fnestisa platform of twigs 
Slined with straw, feathers 
Fete. Ibises like to he seen 
Zaround herons, 
£ They feed on fish and 
* worms from the water. 
‘The Indian ibises breed at 
two different seasons. In 
the north, black ibises 
breed between March and October. 
In the south they breed in November 
/ December. 
White ibises breed between June 
and August in the north. In the 
south, the breeding season is 
November to February. 
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|_| 
of a 


J out among classmates. It canot be 


YL 


Cw 


?-A girl has recently joined our 
school. She is from Mumbai, Within 


a few days, the girl picked up a fight 
with the only girl she had befriended. 
The girls in my class and the 
seniors want me 
to bring the 
matter to the 
notice of the 
principal. 1am 
ina dilemma as 
the principal is my mother. Please 
help. 
D, Smruthi, age 11, Pearl Valley 
Vidhyaniketan, Bangalore, 
‘You can talk about your problem to 
your mother but you cannot ask her to 
solve it for you. Fights must be sorted 





resolved among friends, take your 
class teacher's help. 

? suffer from stage - fright. As a 
result I cannot participate in 
elocution, dance or music 
competitions held in school, I want to 
participate in these competitions. 

S. Vaishnav, Std. VIB, St. 
Mary’s Girls School, 

Dear Vaishnayi, 

Please send in your full address, 
including the name of the city you live 


ME, 


Unless you practise 


you will suffer from stage 
fear. If you want to 
participate ina 


competition you must be 





well - prepared. Then you will be 
confident when you go up on the 
stage. When you are confident of your 
ability you will have no fear of the 
audience. 

?For 13 years, was my grandma's 
favourite, Now my grandma has no 
time for me. She showers all her 
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attention on my uncle's baby. I am 
upset. Help me, please! 

G. Archana, Std. VIL, St. 

Francis AIGHS, Coimbatore. 

Dear Archana, 

Remember that the new arrival in 
the family is being given just the same 
amount of attention that you received 
all these days. Since you were the sole 
child in the house you received all the 
attention of your grandma. 

When your grandma pets the new 
child you could sit beside her and play 








After a small fight 
my friend doesn't 
talk to me. 





with the baby. Your grandma may 
allow you to do small errands for the 
baby. 

Your grandma will appreciate your 
efforts and will tell you so. Her words 
of praise for you will prove to you that 
she loves you as she always did. 

? My friend and are in the same 
class and study in the same school. In 
the two years we have known each 

other, we have 


GRANDMA WORM 








never had a fight. 
After a small tiff 
my friend has 
stopped talking 10 
me. He is my best 
friend and I want 10 make up. 
do I go about it? 
A. Arun, age 13, Neyveli 
Dear Arun, 
Seek out your friend and air your 
Start anew and get your 


How 


feelings 


friend a card. Tell him that you value 
his friendship very much. Put the past 
behind you and forget the tiff 

L try to be nice to everyone. Yet, 
I get shouted 
Why does 





nobody understands me 
«at for all the wron} 
this happen to me? 
Archana, Std. X, NPS, 

Chennai. 











Dear Archana, 

‘You probably go out of the way to be 
nice to people around you. It is best to 
stand up for yourself and be firm in your 
convictions. By trying to be too nice you 
are probably interfering in others’ affairs. 
People like to be left alone most of the 
time. 





Love, 
Grandma worm. 


Balu don’t pick up fights 

ith the boys in the colony. 

Don't let others call you a 
trouble maker, do you 
understand? _ 


me, are you? 


Scared to 4 Me? Afraid of Hey mister! You 
play with | you? Ha, ny {haven't hita single 





sad 3 al: ‘You are a fool, an 


That is no goall Iwas not. idiot and stupid, 
The ball went above >) undoubtedly. 


the poles, | Don't make a 
wa. (eS ou sion tag 
al fs, = \ ai 











“SE 


INVENTIONS ® 
1. Persian Com Grinding, 2. Oliver & 


Wilbur Wright, 3. John J. Loud, 4, Christin 
Huygens, 5, Thomas Alva Edison, 6. 
Alexandet Graham Bell, 7. Janssen, 8 
Dr. Wallace H, Carothers, 9. Bartholomew 
Manfredi, 10. John Walker 


HOW PATRIOTIC ARE YOU? 











alv[o[i[m[eln 
















AN ACID TEST 
1. Hydrochloric acid 
2, Sulphuric acid 
3. Sour 
4, DNA 
5. Curd 
6, Citric Acid 
7, Blue 
8, Vineger 
9, Nitrogen, Sulphur 
10, Aspirin 


CROSSWORD 


























‘A wife phones her husbands at 


work to tell him that the car had 
water in its carburettor. 


“Where is it?” he asked, “I'll get 


it seen to.” 


“Atthe moment,” she replied, “It's 


in the water.” 


Bob Dey, age 14, Holy Cross 
School, Silchar, Assam. 
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N. VISHNU 
Std. XKV, 
DattiGant. 10 


5 an. 
» oHARETavene 
3. tA 2 
Viayenae® peas 





PREETI J. NAMBIAR 
Std. IX C, KV, Kannur 








@.K. DIVYA JANANI 
Std, Vil, St. Joseph's MS, Coimbatore 


B. FERMIE ARUNICA 
PRIYADARSHINI NSONt 


Std. VIIA, Thandupathu SAWAI 5, Mumba 


std. Vi, 


VURULAIT 


REC: 





















Nin 
Harinder 
travelling for 
three days now. 


the lorry driver 
were forgotten, 
Harinder Singh 
spoke to Nitin of his, 
home, his parents 
and his childhood. 
Harinder 
Singh's 
parents lived 
in a small 
village. His 


colder brother was a 
farmer. Harinder had ; 
dropped out of school ouldn't Pe 


when he was twelve. 


Nitin was impressed, 

7 ws had leant to 1 orry driving needed no 
eSoon he had etcation. He wanted to 
‘oon he had become a lorry driver when 


became alorry leaner ye grew up. He would 
with a “packaging —rayel to distant places and his parents wouldn't scold 
company in a fOWN him or beat him, 
hscedbed irom ‘At “The landscape had changed considerably since they 
Unive lorries. He hitdlefthis town, The roads were bordered by fields of 
es. He sunflower and sugarcane. They had crossed six 
transported fruits and heckposts, 
Nagetables from his Nitin kept ack of the checkposs. Harinder Singh 
Hrabar itor ws, ha. stid they would reach their destination after the tenth 
Gavelled tong checkpost. No words were exchanged between the 
asta 78 men at the checkposts. Harinder Singh handed a sheaf 
stances, transporting of papers which were inspected and retuned, ‘They 


ee He ee were then allowed to pass. 


the road for a dozen or 
more years. He 











ta petrol station Harinder Singh asked 
deal with the attendant, Nitin had to check if the 
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‘attendant was filling the diesel upto the 
required litre. He was pleased. 

‘The long travel had tired Nitin. He 
was stiff, grimy and dirty. He hadn't 
bathed in three days. He brushed his 
teeth with a cheap tooth powder. He 
hadn't spoken to anyone except 
Harinder Singh since he had left his 
town. He ate his breakfasts, lunches 
and dinners at roadside kiosks. They 
usually consisted of rots or puris. They 
had to halt several times that day. 

A lorry had turned turtle and its 
driver needed help. Nitin watched as the 
older men helped to remove the crates, 
from the lorry. They were apples being 
taken to Goa, Harinder Singh said later. 

‘That night Nitin was restless. He 
suddenly began to miss home. He missed 
his friends. The rug with which he covered 
himself smelt awful. He curled into the rug, 
willing sleep to come, 

He must have dozed. He was 
awakened by a commotion. A police 
jeep was parked next to their vehicle 
‘Nitin had difficulty in adjusting to the 
. 

Julian: Pooja, today | took bath 
without soap. 
Pooja: Pooh! | took bath today 
without water! 
Arvind Gupta, Std X, Thane. 
Dear Arvind pl, send in your 
‘school’s name 








glare ofits headlights. A few policemen 
stood beside the jeep. Harinder Singh 
was explaining something to one of the 
policemen who seemed very angry. He 
held a baton. 

Nitin sat up rubbing his eyes. What 


High on one of the 
walls was a tiny ventilator 
with heavy iron grills, 
Nitin could see a star 
in the sky. 


—— 


was going on? Harinder Singh gestured 
to Nitin to follow him. 
“Why do you need the boy?" the 
baton - wielding policeman growled. 
“He has no one. He depends on me. 
Let him come with me,” Harinder 
Singh pleaded. 


hey reached the police station 

Jong after midnight. Nitin was 
terrified and tired. He merely wanted 
to go back to sleep. 

The police refused to listen to 
anything Harinder Singh had to say. 
‘They hustled him into a tiny room with 
an iron grill, Nitin later learnt that the 
room was called a lock - up. 

Abhuge desk occupied the room that 
led to the lock-up. A policeman sat 
behind the desk. He seemed dis- 
interested in all that was happening 
around him. A row of guns lined the 
wall beside him. 

‘When Nitin too was shoved into the 
lock-up, Harinder Singh pleaded, “Let 


& 
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the boy 
go. He is 
innocent, 
“Shut up, 
ill you?” the 
inspector 
shouted. 
Nitin was 
surprised 
Harinder Singh 
was afraid of 
the police. The 
man who was 















not afraid of 
ghosts or being alone on the road was 
afraid of the police! 

Nitin looked around the smelly lock- 
up. The room was dirty. The floor was 
grimy and stained. The walls too were 
dirty and stained. High on one of the 
walls, was a tiny ventilator with heavy 
iron grills. Nitin could see a star shining 
the sky. There were two other men 
the lock-up. A few cockroaches 
scurried across the floor as the boy and 
the man entered the lock-up. He 
jumped to avoid a mouse that 
‘scampered past him. In the dull glow 
of the bulb outside the room he couldn't 
see very clearly. 





n unkempt man emerged from 
the shadows suddenly. He too 
‘was trying to avoid the mouse. He 
laughed when he saw Nitin shiver. 
Harinder Singh began checking out 
the other occupants. One was a beggar. 
The police had arrested him after 
someone had complained of a lost 
suitcase in the marketplace. 


The other 
‘man who crouched in the shadows was 
a habitual criminal. 





in felt achill run down his spine. 

“Look elsewhere you stupid boy,” 
the man from the comer sneered. 

“Shut up and don’t bother the boy,” 
the beggar warned. 

‘The noise brought a baton - wielding 
policeman. “What is happening here?” 

The beggar replied, “Take the boy 
away before something happens.” 

Nitin was brought out of the lock- 
up. He was asked to sit on the long 
narrow bench beside the huge desk, 
Nitin was glad to be out of the lock-up. 
Soon, he began to feel drowsy. He 
curled up hoping the next day would 
bring good news. Harinder Singh had 
Promised that they would be out of the 
police station the next morning. 

As he went to sleep, he vowed to 
return home. He would study and 
become a policeman. His mother 
would be proud of him. 

(To continue) 
R. Sujatha 
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Name: 
Shruti 
R. Babu 
Age :11 
Address :37-D, Pocket 
A-3 Mayur Vihar Phase Ill 
Dethi- 96 
Hobbies 
Reading Gokulam, 
Mystery books, video 
games, computer games, 
needle work, playing with 
dolls 


‘Name : Dhivya A Raj 

Age: 14 

Address : A166/2, J-4 Road, Jeevan 
Bhima Nagar, Bangalore - §60 075. 

Hobbies : Reading comics, singing, 
dancing, music, eycling, watching nature, 
chatting with friends, making new friends, 
playing. 


Name: Radhika Raj 
15 





Address : A166/2, J.4 Road, J.B, Nagar, 
Bangalore - 560 075, 

Hobbies : Making friends, music, painting, 
poetry, play basket ball, badminton & tl. 
chatting, 


Name : Bikash Shukla 

‘Age: 17 

Address : C/o, Sri Narsingh Shukla, Near 
Uma Takies, Bargarh - 768 028, 

Hobbies : Singing, dancing, gardening, 


Name: A. Toja 

‘Age: 15 

‘Address : Venkat Enclave, ‘8’ Block TF4, 
Tikle Road, Vijayawada - 520 010. 

Hobbies : Drawing, nature watching, 
reading, making fronds, 


‘Name : Swathi, D 

‘Age: 14 

Address : 333, Srinivasa Nilayam, 
Kuvempu Nagar, | Cross, Vijinapura, 








ata 


P 


Doorvani Nagar (P.0.), Bangalore - §60 
016, 
Hobbies: Music, reading books, dancing, 
making fiends, cycling, drawing, 


Name : R. Praveen Kumar, 

‘Age: 10 

Address : 31/28, Mohan Nagar, S.S.P, 
Quarters, Salem - 636 030, Tamil Nadu. 

Hobbies : Playing, reading, drawing, 
Watching television, eycting, 


Name : Hatin, B 
‘Age: 13 
Address : 286’ Rd No.17, West 


Marredpally, Secunderabad - 500 026, AP. 
Hobbies : Reading, collecting stamps, 
Coins, swimming, playing, tv, video games. 


‘Name: Manju Mohandas 
‘Age: 13 
‘Address : Flat No./-1/8, S.M. Nagar, 
Sarkarpole, D.T, 24 Parganas (S), Bi 
Budge Road, Calcutta - 743382 
Hobbies : Reading, chatting, eating and 
‘meeting trends, 
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Name : B. Naga Prasana 

Age :12 

‘Address : D/o B.V, Subba Rao, 02/36, KR. 
Palem Sullurpet P.O, Nellore Dt. - 524121 

Hobbies : Reading books, listening to 
songs, music, dancing, drawing, playing 
shuttle cock, pen friends, 


Name : U. Suganya 
Devi 
Age: 16 

‘Address : 228, Manis Colony, Thenkalam 
Road, Sankara Nagar, Tirunelveli District, 
Tamil Nadu - 627 357. 

Hobbies : Painting, reading, watching tv., 
gardening, 


Name: M. Gi 
‘Age: 13 
Address : F/48, TNHB Flats, 180, Luz 

church Road, Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004. 
Hobbies: Painting, photography, cooking, 

writing letters, reading novels, music, 

dancing, badminton, collecting posters, 


ha 








‘Name : J. Tharanya Prakash 

Age: 12 

Address : 42, M S Layout, Bangalore - 
560 017, 

Hobbies : Drawing, painting, reading & 
wting. 


Name : Parvathi. $ 
‘Age: 14 


‘Address: S.M. Nagar Housing Estate, Flat 
No.-1/7, Sarkarpole 24 (pgs) (S), Budge 
Budge Road, Calcutta - 743382. 

Hobbies : Reading, playing cricket, 
badminton, basket ball, chess, 
cycling, collecting greeting cards, 
<rawing, painting, chatting, music, 
cooking, singing 


Name : Praveen. 
Age: 12 
‘Address : SM. Nagar Housing 
Estate, Fat No.-1/7, Sarkarpole 24 (pgs) 
(S), Budge Budge Road, Calouta - 743382 
Hobbies : Playing cricket, chess, 
badminton, watching cartoons, music, 
reading, playing on the computer. 


Name : Amitha. $ 
Age: 15 
Address : 10 501, Dos Housing Colony, 
Airport Road, Domlur, Bangalore - 560 071 
Hobbies’: Chatting, reading, stamp 
collection, dancing, crafts, earning new 
things. 


Name : Amreen 

Age 12 

Address : 504, Shilpa, Jaistilpa, Building 
Sect 9-A, Vashi, Navi Mumbai, Maharashtra 

Hobbies : Drawing, reading, dancing, 
singing. 


Name : Subhali Subhechha 

‘Age: 10 

Address : House No. L-3/133, Acharya 
\Vinar, Bhubaneswar, Orissa 

Hobbies : Reading story books 
(especially Gokulam), collecting coins, 
philately, drawing, dancing, 








Flowers ina flower pot double atte every 
five minutes.After one hour if the pot 
‘becomes full, when isthe pot half - full? 

V. Ganesh, Onkar ENHS, Mumbai. 


“ny 2q 10d 
uy sainujw any JeHy “BINUR IES OLN IW 
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humming bird beats, orflops minute. 
its wings up to 90 times © @ The ostrich’s legs are 50 
second, or over S000 times © powerful that one hick can killa man. 


© The chances of « mother giving 
birth to quoduplets are almost 1 in 
000. 


© George Washington, the first 
president of the United States, wos 
‘9 champion wrestler and long - 
Jumper. 

@ It is estimoted thot there are 
£200 million left - handed people in 
the world. 


@ Leonardo da Vinel could write 
with one hand and draw with the 
other at the some time. 

© The letter most in use in the 
English language is the letter’€’ ond 
the letter ‘@’ is used the least. 

@ Solt was once a very precious 
commodity, so much so that many 
people were paid their wages in 
salt. Hence the word ‘salary’ 






@ There is more sugor in a kilo of 
Jemons than in a kilo of strowberries. 

© Soyobeans are used in the 
monufacture of glue, paint, plastics 
ond explosives. 

@ The Great Wall of China is one: 
of the very few man - made objects 
thot would be visible from space. 

@ Fireflies ore not flies and glow 
worms ore not worms, They are all 
betes. 

8. Shanoof, Std. IXA, LMHSS, 
Pollachi 
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Subscription Form 


Please send 6/12 issues of Gokulam, 
Enclosed is my DD/MO for Rs. 36/-for 6 issues/ Rs. 72/-for 12 issues. 
(Outstation cheques not accepted.) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 








PIN CODE 


You can use this form for yourself or fora gift subscription to your 
dear friend. 


‘One small act-months of reading pleasure! 
Send your filled in forms along with a Demand Draft drawn in 
favour of ‘Gokulam’ to 


‘THE CIRCULATION MANAGER 


GOKULAM Cnciish) 


47, JAWAHARLAL NEHRU ROAD, 
| EKKADUTHANGAL, CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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“There are two more in today’s 
paper” said Mrs. Nerunji Nanjundan, 
the Principal of the Little Learners 
School, as the correspondent entered, 
the room. 

The correspondent, Mr. Musiri 
Mani, pulled his chair away from the 
table before sitting, since his huge 
paunch needed more space. He took 
the newspaper clippings that the 
principal handed over to him. The two 
clippings were announcements made 
by a couple of schools. 

The first one was by Mangal 
Matriculation School. There was a 
photograph of a girl and one of a boy. 
‘School Toppers’ said the caption. 

“Why can’t we have an 
advertisement in the papers too?” 

Musiri Mani looked at the other 
cutting. He seemed to like this one 
better. This was from Pickwick School. 
The caption said : “Pickwick Higher 
‘Secondary School congratulates Ms. S. 
Anamika, First in the District in 
S.S.L.C." There were five photographs 
= one of the correspondent, one of the 
principal, one of the local M.L.A., one 
of the councillor of that ward, and last, 
in a corner, a tiny photograph of 
Anamika, 

Mr. Mani gazed at the clipping for 
a long time. He imagined his own 





beaming face staring back at him from 
the newspaper. 
“Why can't we have an 


advertisement in the papers, 100?" he 
asked Mrs. Nanjundan. 
“Noone has come firstin the district 


‘orstate from our school” she explained 
“Let me see some othe 
advertisements like this” said the 


correspondent, 


The principal pressed a bell, and i 
horse-faced office assistant came ir 
with an enquiring look, 

“Aswathy, bring some more 
newspapers” said Mrs. Nanjundan 
Aswathy stalked away with long strides 
worthy of a race horse. 

She came back after awhile carrying 
several pages from newspapers. Mr 
Mani glanced through them. M.C.P. 
Boys School, Sonagiri Secondary 
School, Sandalwood Secondary 
School, Theevana Matriculation 
‘School, Eaton School - they had all put 
in advertisements in the papers. Some 
schools boasted state firsts, some others 
district firsts, some just had school 
toppers. 

Mr. Mani gazed at these 
advertisements with envy. “I think we 
should put in an advertisement too” he 
said. 

“But we will have nothing to say in 
it, Sir” the principal said, 

“Well, we could have the pictures 
of the first and second rank holders in 
the schoo!” said Mr. Mani. 


HAT 
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“We will have to 
mention the marks they 
have scored, andthenwe | "PICKWICK Hr. Src. SCHOOL 
will be laughed at.” 

“The less said about CONGRATULATES 
‘our school the better” said Ms. S,ANAMIKA ee 
Miss, Aswathy. “~ $5.1 
‘When I want your FIRST INTHE DISTRICT 
opinion, I'll ask for it” the 
correspondent snapped. 
Miss. Aswathy tilted her 
nose high up in the air, 


and trotted off to the next 
room. 

“Call for a meeting of yy 
the school managing ~ 
committee” said Mr. 


Mani to the Principal, | QUE cexaisrameet , Ove PauneiPAL 
Then he pushed his chair | _@4/-S6LLEM Paupi- Mas. O-ANNAPOORNI 
back, rose and waddled 

away, giving a good 
imitation of a duck 
moving in a hurry. 


The next day the 
managing committee met 
in the Principal's office. 
‘The meeting opened with 
a prayer song, sung] — Gog MLAs 
completely outoftune by | Sat. K«DDASAN gy MEANAM! 
a couple of teachers. It 
took a couple of minutes 

for the committee to 


recover from this 
musical onslaught. 
‘The principal rose 
and welcomed the 
gathering. ‘Then she 
went on : “We are 
meeting today to 
discuss the advertise- 
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‘ments that have been released by 
various schools in the papers. Our 
revered correspondent is very keen on 
having a few advertisements for our 
school too.” 

At this point, the correspondent 
gestured to the principal to sit down, 
and then he stood up to speak. “Dear 
Friends,” he said. “We have been 
putting in a lot of effort in running this, 
school, and we deserve some 
recognition...” 

“T thought we already had 
government recognition” said Mrs. 
Ganapthy, a member who had just then 





‘come in, 

“I don't’ mean government 
recognition. I mean recognition by the 
public. For which we have to 
advertise.” 

“Itpays to advertise” said Mr. Alok 
Kumar, a businessman 

“I thought we had to pay to 
advertise” said Mrs. Hamasathvani, a 
retired college professor. 

“Yes, yes. we pay first and then reap 
the benefits” said the correspondent 
rather irritably. “I want you to help in 
Writing out an advertisement which will 
claim that out school is different from 
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fall other schools; that itis unique. 

‘The principal said : “If we could 
formasub-committee, we could entrust 
them with the writing of the ad.” 

Three members were selected for 
the sub-committee. “If you will write 
‘out the advertisement, Miss. Aswathy 
will have it typed in no time” said the 
principal. 

‘Tea was served while the sub- 
committee members scratched their 
heads, bit their lips and gnawed at their 
pens. Finally they succeeded in writing 
an advertisement that was approved by 
the managing committee. Miss. 
‘Aswathy came in briskly and took the 
matter to be typed. 

It will be nice to have our 
correspondent’s photo in the 
advertisement” said the principal with 
‘a smile that showed all her teeth and 
gums. 

Mr. Musiri Mani blushed and 
blustered : “No, no. Not necessary at 
all. I mean no... not. 

“We can have the principal's photo, 





Mr. Mani stuttered. 

“How about the photos of the 
‘managing committee members?” asked 
Mrs. Ganapthi. 

“You can have your photographs 
framed and kept in the office” said the 
Principal. And that was that, 

A few days later a quarter page 
advertisement appeared in a couple of 
papers. 

“The Little Learners School” said 
the advertisement between the smiling 
photographs of Mr. Musiri Mani and 
Mrs. Nerunji Nanjundan. “A unique 
Distinction”. It went on in very large 
types. “The only school to have had 
100% failures for three years in 
succession.” 

All the words were printed in very 
bold types except the word ‘failures’, 
which was in such tiny print that one 
needed magnifying glasses to see it. 
‘The advertisement ended with the boast 
“No other school can match this 

A hat trick, no doubt, and a unique 





too” said Mr. Alok Kumar smoothly. distinction indeed! 
“Well, well. im that... that. case..." |. Vasanthan 
‘Gry bed of ariver. 


GOLD BALLS 


‘Two men were crossing the 





‘A gentle voice told them, "Pick up a few pebbles 
and put them into your pocket.” 

The men hesitated. “If you do as | say, tomorrow 
‘morning you will be both happy and sad” the voice 
said. They did as they were tld 

They rested that night under a tree. The next 
morning they remembered the pebbles they had 
collected. They removed it from their pockets. 

To their surprise the pebbles were in fact gold balls! 
‘The men were glad they had listened to the voice. 
‘They were sorry that they hadn't taken more pebbles! 

R. Shyam Sundar, age 10, TVSLMHSS, Madurai 


© Saajan, Bangalore 
? What is leukemia? What is the 
‘cause? What is the remedy? 

| Leukemia or blood cancer is a 
fatal disease of the blood forming tissues. 
A large number of abnormal 

and immature white blood 

cells (leukocytes) replace the 

mature white celsin the blood 

stream, 

The white blood cells 


are mainly produced in the 
bone marrow and lymph 
glands, They protect our 
body against the invasion of 
foreign germs. They are 
also essential for antibody formation and 
immunity. 

In the case of leukemia, something goes. 
wrong with the blood forming tissues. So 
the white blood cels start multiptying at an 
abnormal rate. Simultaneously, the rate of 
production of red blood cells (erythrocytes) 
falls drastically. This results in anaemia 
Hence the normal blood functions are totaly 
affected. 

‘The origin of leukemia is not clear. it may 
result from exposure to ionizing radiation, 
benzene and other 
chemicals that are toxic to 
bone marrow. Men are 
affected twice as. 
‘requently as women. The 
risk ofthe disease is higher 
im individuals with Down's 
syndrome. 

The symptoms are 
persistent fever, loss of 
appetite, bleeding trom the 





4 Op 
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Bad Habit? 


‘nose, gums, skin or internal organs, 
‘extreme weakness, tiredness, bone or joint 
pain, pallor, weight loss, and repeated 
infections. The lymph glands and spleen get 
swollen, 
Leukemia can be ciagnosed by blood tests 
‘and bone marrow biopsies. The most 
effective treatment includes intensive 
chemotherapy, the use of radioactive 
isotopes to destroy the abnormal blood 
cells, the use of antibiotics to prevent 
infections and blood transfusions to replace 
immature blood cel. 
© Noelia Chakraborty, 
West Bengal. 
? Which part of the brain 
responds to emotion and 
makes us to cry? 
! Gerebral cortex of the 
bra , 
©'S. Karthika, Chennai 
? | suller from headaches, 
‘My mother says that it is 








Jue to the number of hairclips luse to keep 
ay hair in place. Sometimes the headache 
‘eads to vomiting. What causes these 
headaches? Is itasymptam of same other 
‘isease? What is the remedy? 

Your headache is not because of using 
‘airolips. The symptoms suggest that you 
ste suffering from migraine. Consult your 
family doctor for proper remedy. 


Constant nail biting leads 
to stomach ailments 


(© M. Aruimozhiyan, Sivakasi 
? 1 suffer from bad breath and yellow 
discolouration of teeth. What isthe cause? 
What is the remedy? ! am studying in 
standard IX. 

! Yellowish discolouration of teeth can 
result from a number of causes ranging 
from local disease and systemic disease to 
drugs. Commonly, an overdose of 
tetracycline during childhood or intake of 
certain drugs by the pregnant mother 
results in discolouration of teeth. Such 
discolouration is permanent. It is usually 
not amenable to 

treatment. 
Bleaching of teeth is 
the treatment of 
choice but it offers 
only temporary 
relief. Teeth caps 



















HELLO, DOCTOR! 


are available. A dentist can help you to fix 
Bad breath is a different matter altogether. 
Gum disease can result in malodour in the 
breath. Itcan also result from upper gastro- 
intestinal disorders. Dyspepsia and 
infections in the nose and throat in addition 
to poor oro-dental hygiene, infections and 
‘malnutrition. 
To find out he cause in your case, you may 
ccheck with your family doctor. Meanwhile 
‘mouthwashes with an antiseptic solvent will 
help you. 
@ Roshni Narayanan, 
Thiruvananthapuram, 
? How can I stop biting my nails? | am in 
standard Vill 
Biting nails isa bad habit Dirt gathers under 
the nails very easily, Bacteria, virus and 
eggs of worms can easily be transferred to 
your body when you bite your nails. When 
You use your hands to wash your private 
parts, bacteria could enter the nails if you 
don't wash your hands afterwards, 
Those who constantly bite nails surfer from 
intestinal worms. Italso leads to contagious 
diseases. Remember allthis every time you 
Want to bite your nals. 
Tell your friends, that you have decided not 
to bite your nails. This way you will avoid 
biting your nails as you wil be afraid of 
being laughed at 
You can apply neem oil on your finger tips 
‘and cover your nails wit cloth to prevent 
biting them, 


Dr. G. Ganesan 
Rajapalayam 








a= et 





* Floods don't mean plenty of water 






| Ithough different parts of India 
| get rainfall during different 

‘months of the year, the rainfall 

is strictly seasonal. People 
have to store water for the rest of the 
year. The precipitation is also not in 
the form of snow which can be stored 
as such over the ground. 

This is why we have water 
problems in many villages that are 
away from dam-sites, canals and 
metropolitan cities. Even regions 
which receive adequate rainfall 
during the monsoon months suffer 
during premonsoon months due to 





lack of adequate 
storage facilities. 

Moreover, the 
Indian rainfall allows 
little time for absorption by the 
ground. It does not feed perennial 
springs or replenish groundwater 
reservoirs. It does not nourish an 
absorbent cushion of green 
vegetation either. A. large part of it 
flows off the surface and fills the dry 
beds of drains and water-courses with 
temporary torrents. 

In uncultivated open lands the 
raindrops are extremely large in size 
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when compared 
to raindrops 
elsewhere in the 
world. They 
L produce greater 
impact on the 
soil and loosen 














Indian monsoon has 
many worrying features. 
There seems to be an 
alternation of spells of good 
rains and bad rains. 
Meteorologists have 
attempted to understand 
this cyclical nature of the monsoon. 

Statistical studies have indicated 
a possible link between the Indian 
monsoon and what is known as the 





“i fA - 


El Nino Phenomenon. El Nino 
periodically affects the coasts of the 
South American continent, The 
phenomenon lasts for about a year, 
peaking in December. 





—— 

sss 
uring a year when the El Nino 
phenomenon is active, winds 
begin to blow from the sea 
towards the Peruvian 


landmass. The normal wind 
direction is from land to sea. This 





+ Rains don't feed perennial springs 




















has disastrous consequences for the 
coastal eco-system. 

The coastal eco-system is largely 
dependent on the rising of nutrient- 
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rich sea water to the surface, The 
anchovy fish community thrives on 
this. Both the coastal economy and 
an enormous number of sea birds of 
Peru are dependent on this fish. 
————— 
There is a coincidence 
between a drought year in 
India and an El Nino year. 
———— 
‘Their droppings, which are rich in 
nitrogen, are excellent fertilisers and 
are mined regularly. Therefore they 
constitute an important source of 
income for the Peruvians. During an 
EI Nino year the winds begin to blow 
towards the coast. They bring with 
them warm water which lies as a 
blanket for several kilometres from 


the coast. Because of this 
warm water, water from 
below, which is cooler and 
hence heavier, cannot 
surface. 

Deprived of the 
nutrients the anchovies die 
in large numbers or migrate 
elsewhere, The bird and 
human — communities 
dependent on the fish also 
are deprived of their main 
source of food, Millions of 
birds die of starvation in an 
El Nino year. 

‘The winds blowing from 
the sea also bring heavy rains 
to the Peruvian coast which 
normally receives little rain. 
The result is devastating floods, 
Meteorologists have discovered that 
El Nino is the result of large scale 
disturbances in the general atmospheric 
circulation. 

Peculiarly, there is a coincidence 
between drought years in India and 
an El'Nino year, Meteorologists are 
eager to improve their ability to 
predict the Indian monsoon. 
‘Therefore they are closely studying 
the El Nino phenomenon. 

It could give some clue to the 
mechanism of the Indian monsoon. 
‘The Indian drought always precedes 
EI Nino. If El Nino itself could be 
forecast several months in advance, 
then the Indian drought could also be 
predicted. 








L. Balasubramaniam, 
‘Velayudhan Features 
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‘ori was the royal barber and 

earned a handsome salary, 

He was a cheerful man 
‘whom everyone liked. 

One night when he was 
returning home through the forest 
he heard a voice. Worried that he 
might be chased by ghosts, Harl 
ran. The voice assured him that it 
only wanted to thank Hari for the 
kindness he showed to trees. Harl 
was too scared to pay ony 
attention to the spit, 

To his amazement he found 
seven pots of gold athome. The first 
six were filed with gold while the 
seventh was only half-full, Hari and 
his wife decided to fil the seventh. 
ot to the brim with gold, 

From the next day, he began to 
drop all his earnings Into the pot. 
Even atter several days, he pot 
would not fil up, The couple began 
to go hungry hoping to save more, 
money. By the end of the month 
Hari was losing sleep over the 
seventh pot of gold. 


Hari's wite suggested that he 
should ask the king for raise, That 
way they could drop all 
the extra income 
Into the pot. Surely 
by the end of the 
second month the 
Pot was bound to fill 
up. 

Hari approached 
the king with a 
request for araise. The 
king noticed that Hari 
wds depressed and \aifh 
‘appeared worried. The Ni 
king raised his salary. YN 


Despite all theit efforts the couple 
could not fil the seventh pot. 

Hari decided to ask the king for 
‘another raise. The king thought for 
moment. It was unlike Hari to be 
so depressed, Besides he was being 
paid handsomely. Then the king 
asked, "Have you been given 
seven pots of gold by the forest 
spirit?” 

Hari gaped at him and nodded 
his head, The king then sald, “The 
forest spirit once gave me six and 
@ half pots of gold, | could have 
easily used the six pots, Instead, | 
spent all my time filing up the 
seventh pot. Return the pots to the 
forest. You will regain your peace 
of mind”, Hari heeded the king's 
advice, He threw the pots away 
and lived happily, 

MN, Seshagopal, age 13, Birla 
HS, Calcutta 









A school 
teacher needs a 


bachelor’s or 
master's degree 
in the relevant 
subject. A 
bachelor's 
degree in 
education is 
needed in order 
to teach in 


school. Some 
edicated teachers schools. may look 
can make even for a greeters 
‘the most difficult degree in 
education. 
Students 
aspiring to 
become lec- 
turers in 
+ De. Racha 






















subject easy and funny. 

A teacher must have a good 

grasp of his subject. Only 
then can he command the 
respect of the students. 
Teachers have to be young at 
heart. They must be able to 
share the interest of their 
students, They must be friendly, 











* Einstein 


ready to clarify doubts that students often 
raise, besides being strict 

Such teachers endear students to them. colleges must have a 
A good teacher must be able to communicate master's degree in the 
well with students. He must have good relevant subject. In- 
command of language and must express dian universities will 
himself clearly. A teacher must be able to. review students with 
add humour to his lectures. A good teacher 55% marks in their 
loves his profession master's programme for 
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lecturership only if they have 
passed the National Eligibility Test 
(NET). It is conducted by the 
University Grants Commission. 

Lecturers with five-six years 
experience and a Ph.D. degree 
become senior lecturers. Senior 
lecturers who have five years of 
experience in teaching and have 
a Ph.D. degree become readers, A 
reader contributes to his subject 
through research, developes 
innovative methods of education, 
designs new curricula and 
programmes besides having 
publications to his credit. 
PROFESSORS : 

This is the last rung in the 
profession. Professors have behind 
them atleast 16 years of experience 
in teaching. They teach students 
appearing for their master’s degree 
and guide students aspiring for 
Ph. D. 

Most teachers spend their free 
time teaching students appearing 
for competitive exams like the 
IIT-JEE, TOEFL, GRE, GMAT, SAT 
etc, Some teachers prepare course 
materials for such exams. Others 
prepare instruction material for 
long-distance education. 
Experienced men and women in 
vocational courses are often taken 
in as guest lecturers. 

Teachers shape young minds. 
Dedicated teachers are much 
respected not only by the students 
but also by all those whose lives 
are touched by these teachers. 











BUDDING CHEF 


Coconut Tablet 
You Need : 
75 gm / 100 gm finely grated 
coconut. 200 gm sugar. 200 gm 
jaggery. %4 cups water. 


Method : 

‘Add sugar, water and jaggery in 
a pan and mix well. Bring to a boil 
and stir continuously. After 
sometime add grated coconut and 
stir, Remove from stove when the 
mixture thickens. Rinse a plate in 
cold water. Pour the mixture and 
spread evenly on the plate. 





























Let itcool. Mark out small pieces 
using a knife, Store in an air-tight 


jar. 


J. Dhanalakshmi Jyothi 
Std. IX, St. Joseph of Cluny, 
Pondicherry. 
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The next night, the dacoits 
broke into Bhima's house. 
They told Bhima, “hand over 
all your wealth or we will mur- 

der you." Bhima was clever. 


THE FOOLISH 
DACOITS 





















hima was a hard-working, 
B wealthy trader. Once after a 

long trip he returned home 
with a hefty profit. He gave a por- 
tion of the wealth to the poor while 
another portion went to the royal 
treasury. 

Bhima was declared an impor- 
tant person in the village. The 
king's minister did not like Bhima. 
He approached a notorious dacoit 
who lived in the forest next to 
Bhima's village. 

‘The minister offered three fourth 
portion of the wealth the dacoits 
would loot from Bhima's house. 
The dacoits agreed. 


‘over the wealth that is kept in the 
hima then said, “stop fight- 
ing. | will ie you up all and 

choose a three year old 

Cy ive goddess is usuatty 

Girls with physical 
alone in adark room with 

ED itetetons and omer 

i is believed to possess 


He said, “Okay, | will hand over 
my wealth. But to whom shall l hand. 
next room?" The dacoits began to 
scramble into the narrow room. 
then distribute my wealth 
he Hindus in 
Nepal follow a 
uu custom. They 
irl child and christen her, 
"Kumari Devi". The 
chosen from the goldsmith 
community. 
defects are not chosen, 
The chosen child is left 
emma £ruesome objects. If the 
SS child shows no fear, she 
divinity. 
©) Once made the living 
goddess, the girl spentlt 
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‘among you.” The greedy robbers 


my wealth.” 

He beat the dacoits 
black and blue. The 
next morning he 
brought them to the 
king's court. The 
dacoits confessed to 
all their misdeeds 
before the king. 

They said that the 
minister had sug- 
gested to them to loot 
Bhima's house. The 
king punished the 
minister and the 


agreed without paying much 48Coits. Bhima led a peacelulife. 


S. Deepak, Std X, 
thought to the suggestion. 

Sri Mahalingeswara EMHS, 

hima the ht r 7 

Bhima then brought an iron ro cibersted 


and said, “here | come to give you 





most of her time 
reciting prayers to 
Hindu gods. The 
Kumari Devi is 
supported by the state, 
She lives with her 
{family and friends ina 
temple built in 
Kathmandu's Durbar 
Square, She is allowed 
10 go out only once a 
year 

Worshippers place 
their heads between 
the child goddess’s 
knees, praying for 
good luck. Even the 
king of Nepal worships 
her like ordinary 





The girl remains a 
goddess until she 
reaches puberty. Then 
a new three year old 
replaces her 
Every good thing has 
its price. These child 
goddesses find it 
difficult 10 get married 
unlike the girls of their 
age, Themen areafraid 
of marrying a former 
goddess. Besides a 
‘Nepali folk-lore predicts 
early death to the man 
who marries a former 
child goddess. 
Visalakshi 
Ramani, 


: Coimbatore. 
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CHESS 


Vijayalakshmi Subbaraman is 
India’s first woman grandmaster. 
She is 21 and hals from Chenna 

For long, chess was considered 
a game played by men. The 
Kadikar sisters changed all that in 
the early 1980s. They took it up 
avidly, Now, Vjayalakshmi has taken 
it up as a proession 


TENNIS 


Wimbledon single's tite winner, 
Venus Wiliams, reigning Olympic 
champion, Lindsay Davenport, US 
open champion, Serena Willams 
and former top-seed, Monica Seles 

will represent the US in women's 
tennis events at the Olympics, They 
hope to make a clean sweep of all 
‘medals at stake inthe sport 


WOMEN 7 


ATHLETICS 
aren se US nye F 


10.68 seconds at the women's 100 m race at 
Stockholm: Jones isa journalism student, She 









outraged Olympic fans by saying that she 
hoped to win five medals atthe Olympics to be 
held in Australia, 
At Stockholm she not only won the race 
but also a one-carat diamond as prize 
* Serena and Venus Wiliams 


————— sont PAGE 


RETIRES 

India’s sprint queen PIT. Usha recently 
‘announced her retirement. Usha had earlier 
‘announced her decison to give up in 1990. 















Later she — Ee 
returned to participate in both national 

‘and international events. Once a feared name 
both n Indian athletics andAsian Games, Usha 
had slowed down considerably in the past 


years. 
She lost the bronze at Los Angeles 
Olympics in 1984 by one hundredth of a 
second. 
Usha is proud of every race she has run 


—— 


she says. Her best was the 400 m hurdles she 
‘an at Los Angeles Olympics. That she lost the 
chance to bring a medal to India is also her 
greatest regret 
Usha's contribution to indian sports is often 
considered better than that of many of her 
‘contemporaries who hold world records 
Usha hailed from a very ordinary 
family and rose to dizzying heights 
through sheer grt, determination and 
| hard wor 


| FOOTBALL 


| Rivaldo is the word's highest paid 
| footballer. The Brazilian now eams an 
annual salary of $6.5 milion He will eam 
this sum for three years, upto 2003. 
Rivaldo is only 28 and is much sought 
afer by football cubs in italy. 

+ Lindsay Davenport 
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CURE FOR 
BLOOD CLOTS 


A new protein that can dilute blood 
clots has been developed. The clot 
buster will help prevent brain 
hemorrhage and heart strokes due to 
blood clot. The protein was developed 
by scientists at the Chandigarh - based 
Institute of Microbial Technology. The 
protein has proved quite successful 
Though expensive, the new medicine 
could be much sought after. 

EARLY BIRDS 

Scientists have unearthed a 220 
million year old fossil. Studies reveal 
that birds existed then, The 
Archaeopteryx often considered the 








Now, a 
ROBOT 


first bird is only 70 million years old. 

‘The 220 million year old fossil is 
that of a lizard-sized reptile with 
feathers, Some experts now claim that 
birds could have evolved from reptiles 
‘and not dinosaurs. 


YOUNG POETESS 


student of class IX from Lucknow 
has recently published a collection of 
her poems. The student, Moulishree is 
13 and began writing poems when she 
was seven. Her book was released in 
the presence of veteran poets, 


EATING ROBOT 


Scientists in the US have 
developed a robot which runs on a cell 
that can break down food bacteria and 
convert it into electrical energy. 

‘The robot called chew - chew is a 
12 wheeled train - like robot. The cell 
that powers the robot, produces 
enzymes. These enzymes can break 
down carbohydrates. Carbohydrates 
give energy. This energy is used to run 
the robot 

Currently, chew - chew can only be 
used to mow lawns. 

SKA. 
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DRAW THE OTHER 
HALF AND COLOUR 
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ina match? 
RAVI : Because he didn’t drink Boost. 
—J. Preeth, Vill B, Age 13, 
St. Joseph's MHSS, Salem. 
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